
the worst irreverence to 
the Eucharistic Lord is to 
receive him in a state of 
mortal sin. Serious sins, 
persistence in not attend-
ing Sunday Mass regularly, 
entering invalid marriages 
or living in relationships 
outside of marriage all sep-
arate us from Christ and 
his Church. To receive 
Holy Communion in these 
circumstances not only 
does us no good, but in 
fact do us harm. For if we 
treat the Eucharistic Lord 
so disrespectfully as to 
invite him into our lives, 
when our lives are far from 
him, then we commit a 
sacrilege, a grave offence 
to the Lord. So, yes, let us 
celebrate the feast of Cor-
pus Christi, but let us en-
sure that we give due hon-
our to the Blessed Sacra-
ment in the way we re-
ceive Holy Communion. 

Today we keep Corpus 
Christi, the day on which 
we celebrate the gift of 
Christ to his Church of 
Himself, Body and Blood, 
Soul and Divinity, in the 
forms of bread and wine.  

In many places for this 
Feast the Blessed Sacra-
ment is taken in procession 
either at the end of Mass. I 
remember times when I 
have taken part in Proces-
sions of the Blessed Sacra-
ment in Toledo in Spain 
and in Rome with Pope 
Benedict with great affec-
tion. 

I was reminded this week, 
in reading the witness of 
the great Cardinal Sarah, 
who said that Pope John 
Paul II always knelt in the 
presence of the Blessed 
Sacrament even when his 
body was racked with pain 
in his final days. I believe 

that one of the greatest 
symptoms of the decay in 
the Church in our country 
is seen in the lack of rever-
ence given to the Blessed 
Sacrament.   

We need to check our-
selves in our reverence to 
the Blessed Sacrament. I 
see Catholics who, on en-
tering the church or pass-
ing before the tabernacle, 
merely bow rather than 
genuflect. I know that 
some among us are infirm 
and cannot genuflect. But 
we should not omit to do it      
if we are able. Many re-
ceive the Blessed Sacra-
ment in a careless way, 
wrapping their hands 
around it, or manipulating 
it in their hands before 
receiving. Worse still some 
walk away with the Blessed 
Sacrament, which should 
never be done. However, 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
 St John Fisher 

1469-1535 
Born in Yorkshire, and a 
graduate of Cambridge 
University, John Fisher 
was ordained to the priest-
hood aged 22. He was rec-
ognised not only for his 
learning but also his holi-
ness. His academic career 
ended when he was ap-
pointed Bishop of Roches-
ter. Fisher was the author 

of the defence of the seven 
sacraments which Henry 
VIII published against Lu-
ther. However, when the 
King declared himself 
Head of the Church in 
England, separating the 
church from Rome, Fisher 
refused to take the oath of 
allegiance, and was con-
demned to death. Having 
been held in the Tower he 
was beheaded. 
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
Biddulph Sunday 8.30am 
Goldenhill Sunday 10.30am 
Kidsgrove Saturday 6pm 
Packmoor Sunday 6pm  
No Confessions next week 

Saturday 17th   6.30pm  Mass of the Feast Holy Souls 

Sunday 18th                  9.00am    Holy Mass  John & Larry Lacey 

CORPUS CHRISTI  11.00am   Holy Mass  Molly & Leonard Llewelyn 

   1.00pm  Baptism  

    6.30pm Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

Monday 19th 9.15am    Holy Mass Thanksgiving (Ss Rita & Anthony)  

Feria  6.00pm   Holy Mass Holy Souls 

Tuesday 20th 9.15am    Holy Mass Private Intention 

St Alban   9.30am  Morning Prayer  

  6.00pm   Holy Mass Eileen Jones 

Wednesday 21st   11.00am  Eucharistic Adoration  

St Aloysius Gonzaga   12noon  Holy Mass Ellen & George McHugh 

Thursday 22nd  9.30am   Holy Mass (in school) Holy Souls 

St John Fisher &   1.30pm   Funeral Service Valarie Fryer RIP 

 6.30pm    Sacred Heart Vigil  

Friday 23rd   9.30am  Holy Mass Holy Souls 

THE MOST SACRED 
HEART OF JESUS 

      

Saturday 24th   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Mark Foden 

NATIVITY OF ST 
JOHN THE BAPTIST 

      

Sunday 25th                9.00am    Holy Mass  Catherine & Leonard Johnson 

Twelfth Sunday of   11.00am   Holy Mass  Norris & Hewitt Families 

the Year    6.30pm Holy Mass Private Intention 

St Thomas More 6.00pm    Holy Mass Private Intention 

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 

Receiving Communion when knowingly in a state of grave sin is, in fact, a grave sin in and of itself. 
Specifically, it is a sin of profound disrespect for the real presence of Christ in the Eucharist, and as 
such is considered a form of sacrilege. Like other mortal sins, choosing to engage in this type of sacri-
lege is a wound to the soul that results in spiritual death. Of course, the Eucharist is such an awesome 
gift that no human being could ever be considered truly “worthy” in the strictest sense of the word. 
But at the same time, it’s important to keep in mind that it is only those who are in mortal sin should 
refrain from receiving communion. By definition, a mortal sin involves a conscious, deliberate choice, 
and so a serious Christian striving for closeness with God is unlikely to fall into mortal sin in the 
course of an overall virtuous day-to-day life. The Church actively encourages all those who are able to 
receive Holy Communion to do so as often as they can, even daily if possible. For those who are 
properly disposed, Holy Communion can “wipe away venial sins”, and provide the strength to resist 
the temptation to mortal sin.  
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PASTORAL 

Reboot! Chris Stefanick, a Catholic 
lay evangelist from the USA, is com-
ing to England for his Mercy Tour. 
Reboot! is a fun and inspiring event 
showing the beauty of the Catholic 
Faith and its ability to answer the 
needs of your life today. Reboot! is at 
St Catherine’s Church, Birmingham 
on Monday 17th July from 7pm. We 
will be having a coach from our par-
ish. Please ask in the parish office to 
reserve a  ticket. Cost per person for 
travel and admission is £19. We need 
to start taking bookings for this 
event. Please let Teresa know. 

Divine Renovation Conference 
A group of parishioners is going to 
the Divine Renovation Conference 
with Fr James Mallon on parish re-
newal at St Mary’s University Twick-

RENOVATION 
Alpha Male Our men only Alpha is 
off to a great start. Because our venue 
is unavailable next Saturday, we will 
have a Saturday off. So the next Al-
pha Male session will be on Saturday 
1st July at the Cushion pub on Broad-
field Road, Goldenhill. It’d be great 
to see any new men there!  

English Martyrs’ Alpha Our Bid-
dulph Alpha is up and running now 
on Wednesday evenings at 7pm at 
English Martyrs’ Church, in the 
meeting room. A welcome is offered 
to everyone. So please do come 
along, and also invite others to come 
and discover the friendship, fellow-
ship, good food, great video presen-
tation and discussion. 

Care Home Prayer Service  The 
next prayer service will be at Maple 
Tree Court, Gloucester Road, 
Kidsgrove on Tuesday, 20th June at 
10.30am. Any parishioners who feel 
called to come and share the joy of 
faith are most welcome. 

Vigil of the Sacred Heart There 
will be a vigil of prayer after Thurs-
day evening Mass at English Martyrs’ 
this week to pray for priests (and 
especially for Eloi), for our world 
and society, and for our parishes. 
Begins at 6.30pm. 

First Holy Communions Please 
pray for the children who will be 
receiving First Holy Communion at 
our parish churches on Saturday 1st 
and Sunday 2nd July. 

YOUNG PEOPLE 

Baptisms 

Welcome to the family of the Church 
to Francesca Rose Franklin who is 
being baptised today at St John’s 
Church. 

Deaths 

Please pray also for the soul of Valen-
tinas Budrevicius. The funeral Service 
to pray for the repose of his soul will 
be on Thursday 22nd June at 
11.20am at Bradwell Crematorium. 

Please pray also for the repose of the 
soul of Valerie Fryer. The funeral 
Service to pray for the repose of her 
soul will be on Thursday 22nd June 
at 1.30pm at St Joseph’s Church. 

enham from 18th to 19th October. If 
you would like to join us please see 
Fr Julian. The cost of the conference 
is £150 at the moment, but nobody 
will be unable to go because of being 
short of funds. We will also have to 
arrange overnight accommodation. 

Disciple Groups We have small 
groups up and running in our parishes 
which bring together people to study 
the Bible and pray together. If you 
are interested in joining one of these 
groups, please see Fr Julian to be 
directed to one. 

Prayer Please pray asking that the 
love of the Heart of Jesus may flow 
through all of our parishes and all that 
we do. Pray for a renewal in the love 
for Jesus in the Holy Eucharist. 

SOCIAL & OUTREACH 

PARISH REGISTERS 
Youth Pilgrimage to Rome The 
pilgrimage to Rome for secondary 
school age children and sixth for-
mers. There has had to be a change to 
plans, and this pilgrimage will now 
be during the Easter holidays next 
year.  We need to get a good idea of 
who is definitely going so please con-
tact Fr Julian. The next planning 
meeting will be on Sunday 16th July 
at 5pm at St Joseph’s.  

Fundraising for Rome: Cake 
Sale The will be a cake sale after the 
masses today. Chinese Meal A 
Meal has been organised at Buffet 
Fever, Scotia Rd, Tunstall (access via 
Woodland Street & Retail Park) on 
Wednesday 5th July at 7pm. Cost is 
£12.50 per person. For a ticket 
please contact Cathy Hancock on 
07929213849. 

St Patrick’s Garden Party This 
year’s Garden Party will be on Satur-
day 1st July from 2pm until 4pm. 
There is a list at the back of church at 
St Patrick’s to sign up for donations 
to the hamper which will be raffled. 
And make the garden party a date! 

Friendship Club The Club will 
next meet on Wednesday 28th June 
at Kidsgrove Town Hall at 2pm. Tea, 

The Commission 2017 FOCUS 
(Fellowship of Catholic University 
Students) are organising a Catholic 
leadership conference for young peo-
ple at St Mary’s University Twicken-
ham from Sunday 9th to Wednesday 
12th July. The cost is £120 (though 
this may be subsidised if someone 
cannot afford but wishes to go). Fr 
Julian is a guest for the event and will 
be travelling, so travel will be free of 
charge for parishioners. See 
www.commission17.com and/or 
speak to Fr Julian for more details. 

coffee and biscuits for just a £2. If 
you need transport please contact 
Matt Ford on 07587034299. New 
members are always welcome; if you 
know of anyone who might benefit, 
please suggest coming along to them. 

Partnership BBQ The BBQ for the 
partnership of parishes (and Fr 
Julian’s Birthday!) will be on Sunday 
23rd July from 1pm to 3pm. Keep 
the date free! 



Entrance Antiphon: He fed them with the 
finest wheat and satisfied them with honey 
from the rock. 
Psalm Response: O praise the Lord, Jerusa-
lem. 
Gospel Acclamation: [Alleluia, alleluia.] I am 
the living bread which has come down 
from heaven, says the Lord. Anyone who 
eats this bread will live for ever. [Alleluia.] 
Nicene Creed 
Preface of the Holy Eucharist 
Eucharistic Prayer III 
Acclamation:  When we... 
Communion Antiphon: Whoever eats my 
flesh and drinks my blood remains in me 
and I in him, says the Lord. 

THE DEANERY AND BEYOND 

FUNDRAISING  
Collections  
Biddulph/Packmoor Gift Aid 
£343.90, Non Gift Aid £195.52. 
Total £539.42. Day for Life £106.11. 
Goldenhill Gift Aid £181.50, Non 
Gift Aid £148.97. Total £330.47. 
Day for Life £64.43. 
Kidsgrove Gift Aid £211.50, Non 
Gift Aid £149.45. Total £360.95. 
Day for Life £84.55. 
Second Collections: This week  
There will be a second collection for 
Eloi Benot, for his Ordination. Next 
week will be the Peter’s Pence col-

Thinking about the Gospel 
John 6:51-58   

Jesus doesn't make it easy for those who hear Him when he speaks about giv-
ing them his flesh and blood. They are repulsed and offended at His words. 
Even when they begin to quarrel, He insists on describing the eating and 
drinking of His flesh and blood in starkly literal terms. Four times in today's 
reading, Jesus uses a Greek word—trogein—that refers to a crude kind of 
eating, almost a gnawing or chewing. In Jesus, "the living Father" has given 
us His Word come down from heaven, made flesh for the life of the world. 
Yet many in today's Gospel cannot accept that Word. Even many of Jesus' 
own followers abandon Him after this discourse. But His words are Spirit and 
life, the words of eternal life. In the Eucharist we are made one flesh with 
Christ. We have His life in us and have our life because of Him. This is what 
Paul means in today's Epistle when He calls the Eucharist a "participation" in 
Christ's body and blood. We become in this sacrament partakers of the divine 
nature. This is the mystery of the faith that Jesus asks us believe. And He 
gives us His promise: that sharing in His flesh and blood that was raised from 
the dead, we too will be raised up on the last day. 

Parish Priest’s Surgery  
There is no parish priest’s surgery on 
Monday 19th June. The next Parish 
Priest’s surgery hour, when Fr Julian 
can be seen for any arrangements or 
enquiries, is on Monday 26th June at 
7pm. 

lection for the Holy See. 

Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 200 
Club Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 
This week’s draw: 1st Prize £20, 
No.32 A Sproston; 2nd Prize £10, 
No.136 T Clarke; 3rd Prize £5, 
No.87 A Walker.  

Raffle Tickets for Compassion 
Kitchen Project If you had raffle 
tickets from the Sisters could any 
outstanding stubs, money and unsold 
tickets be returned to the parish of-
fice before the 30th June so that they 
can be sent off. Thank you. 

Parish Pilgrimage to Rome & 
Assisi  

From Saturday 21st  to Friday 27th 
October we are offering a pilgrimage 
to Rome and Assisi. Flying from 
Manchester to Rome, we will stay at 
the Hotel Milani (3*) in Rome for 4 
nights and at  Hotel Frate Sole in 
Assisi (3*) for 2 nights. Includes the 
Papal Angelus, visits to the Major 
Basilicas, daily Mass and devotions. 
Price is £759 per person (sharing). 
Single room supplement is £150. 
Half board basis. For bookings or 
enquiries please contact the parish 
office. 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps in the churches are 

for: 
St John’s: Paul & Janet Johnson 
St Joseph’s: Kathleen Steele 
The lamp burns all week—donation £5. 

Corpus Christi (A) 
CTS Sunday Missal page 821            THIS SUNDAY ’S L ITURGY 

Pilgrimage to the Shrine of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus The annual 
afternoon pilgrimage to the oldest 
shrine to the Sacred Heart in England 
will take place on Sunday 25th June 
at Maryvale House, Old Oscott Hill, 
Birmingham at 3pm. There will be an 
Open Air Mass and Procession of the 
Blessed Sacrament. 

Station Mass There will be a Sta-
tion Mass (a Mass for everyone in the 
Deanery) at Sacred Heart, Hanley on 
Friday 23rd June at 7pm.  

Hednesford Pilgrimage The Di-
ocesan shrine to Our Lady of Lourdes 
is at Hednesford. The annual pilgrim-
age is on Sunday 2nd July starting at 

Job Vacancy: Father Hudson’s 
Care is looking for a highly motivated 
individual to promote it’s work in 
Catholic schools and parishes in Stoke 
on Trent and Staffordshire. The post 
is for 15 hours a week, term time 
only.  For  full  detai ls  vis it 
w w w . f a t h e r h u d s o n s . o r g . u k /
vacancies.htm or call 01675 434018 
and leave a message stating your 
name, address, telephone number 
and job reference P1150. 

1pm. The afternoon includes Rosary, 
Mass and Blessed Sacrament Proces-
sion. There will be a coach leaving St 
John’s, Kidsgrove at 12noon; the cost 
is £8 adults and £4 under 16’s. Bring 
your own packed lunch. To book a 
place please contact your APC repre-
sentative. 


